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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.

ACADKMV OF Ml'SIC, Ir.iag place..Italian Opeua.
l*m>a ui . .iaaui ni*

n4mi.O 3 GARDEN Broadway..Wild Oats.

WINTER GARDEN, Broadway.Naiad Qobak.M arrikd
dim

WALLACE'S THEATRE. No. SM Bio»dway.-I'ooit G«xtla.a.,

LAURA KEENE'S THEATRE. Broadway..OUR AmksiCANVOUHIN

MEW BOWERT THEATRE, Bowery. .Iaouks Stoop.
Cswur »sp Taiii Stau.a. niire us ai. il

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Sticinbt's National
CiMOM.

BARNUM'S AMERICAN museum Broadway.Co*
Ni.tt.Livmu HirporoTAMCS, Whale, ac at a:! hours..
Onoin a, sfirrnoou and iteniur.

BRYANTS' MINSTRELS, Mechanic*' Hall, 479 Broadway..Uuwmi.i old K-r-a».

HOOLBT'S MINSTRELS. Stcyvesant Institute, No. 659
Bioadway..Ethiopian Sonus, Dances. Ac.

MF.LODEON CONCERT HALL. No. 539 Broadway .
Sonus. Dances, Burlesques. Ac .Holiday is Irelan u.

CANTERBURY MUSIC IIALL, 585 Broadway.Song J.
Dances, Burlesques, Ac..Mazulx, the Night owl.

OATETIRS CONCERT ROOM, 616 Broadway Drawing
Boo* i.startainments, Ballets, Pantomime*,' Fasces, Ac.

AMERICAN MUSIC HALL. 4d4 Broadway .Songs, Ballets,Pantomimes, Ac .Portrait Painter

CRYSTAL PALACE CONCERT HALL, No. 45 Bowery..BURLESQUES, SONGS, DANCES. AC..CoasLBS'a keul1c.

PARISIAN CABINET OF WONDERS, 563 Broadway..©[ en daily f rom 10 A. M. till9 1*. M

NOVELTY MUSIC HALL, 616 Broadway..Burlesques
Songs. Dances, Ac.

New York, Friday, February 7,1803.

THE SITUATION.
Congress Las at length taken an important step

towards placing the financial condition of the countryon a sound basis, and providing for the vital
demands upon the Treasury for means to prosecute
the war against rebellion. In the House yesterday
the Treasury Demand Note bill, with the "legal
tea lor" clause included, was passed by a vote of

ninety-three to fifty-four, substantially in the form
in which it came from the hands of the committee.
The bill provides for the issue by the Secretary of
the Treasury of demand notes to the amount of one
hundred and fifty millions of dollars, which notes
are to be received as a legal tender for
all purposes. There can be little doubt
that the bill will also pass the Senate,
and we sincerely trust that that body
will hasten its completion as a law. When this is
accomplished, the public look for the speedy en"

actment of a Tax bill, as a pecmanent and secure

basis for all our financial operations.
s Speculators and small bankers all over the North

have combined to defeat the Treasury Note bill,
in order to depreciate the government securities,
so that, by buying them np at a reduced rate, they
might sell them again at a profit, and thus realize
considerable fortunes at the expense of the' nationalcredit. But these harpies have been discomflttedso tar by the success of the bill in the
House. It remains now for the Senate to ratify the
measure, and we cannot bat think that its passage
in that house is certain. Then we shall have a safe

currency, which will be received as a legal tender
in every part of the country.a currency which will
not depreciate.and. sustained by a tax bill, the
government will be strengthened for the viorni-mm

^dvauce of their military designs, and the country
wil* be relieved from anxiety concerning its future
financial career.

We publish the Treasnary Note bill in full today,as it passed the House. The rejoicings in
Waahington yesterday when the result was known
were very great, particularly among the financiers
faom the different large cities, who were assembled
at the national capital.
General McClellan received an official despatch

from General Halleck on Wednesday night,
stating that our gunboats bad commenced the
bombardment of Fort Henry, on the Tennessee
river, and that a large force of our troop*
had landed three miles below the fort.

Later news of the affair, however, reaches us from
Chicago. A despatch was received yesterday bv the
Jotvmal of that city from the Tennessee river,
dated at noon, which says that Oen. McClernand
had landed eight thousand men, and that Gen. Grant
had retnrned to Paducah to bring down Owen
Smith's brigade of seven thousand more. Fort
Henry wili thus be beleaguered by a foree of fifteenthousand men. Seven gunboats, nnder CommodoreFoote, are in the stream ready for action.
Three of the ganboata made a reconnoissance to
Panther Island, and were fired upon by five gum
from the fort, only one of which, a twenty-fourpoundrifle gun. reached the boats. It was reportedthat the rebels were strongly reinforced, and it
was even rumored that Gen. Beauregard had reachedtb? fort.

Reports from Rolia, Mo., to the 5th inat., state

that the condition of the roads in that section is

improved. General Sigel's division moved westwardon Sunday. Colonel Asboth's division left
s imp days before, and only sufficient troops for
the protection of the place remained at Rolia.
i.enerai trice, witn his rebel army, is said to be

w'hin eight miles of Springfield, where he will

probably show fight.
From Kentucky we learn that the Virginia and

(south Carolina regiments attached to Humphrey
Marshall's command have gone back to Virginia
after his late disaster. Marshall himself proceeded
to Pond Gap with the rest of his forces, where he
disbanded them. He has since vanished out of j
sight, hi* whereabouts being entirely unknown.
A rumor prevailed In Louisville on Wednesday

that a party of rebels belonging to Morgan's ton e

were surprised the night previous, between F.ebsnon

and Greea river, and forty of them killed.

The capture of Morgan was also reported.
Our news from Fortress Monroe is interesting.

The United States transport CoMtitntion, which

sailed on Tuesday for Ship Island, met the gunboatMiami in a disabled condition north of Hat

teras and towed her back to Fortress Monroe.

The French fleet is at ill represented in Hampton
Roads. The Poraone now lies there, and another
vessel is daily expected. The t'atinet hu« sailed
for Havana.
Tba rebel fleet on RUr.shetli river was roving

about all day Wednesday, and dnring the day
faoavy Bring was heard near fte wall's Point. Daring

tba afternoon. a tugboat was observed towfH"(MUting, WPPwi »«»> foaUag battery.

]
Great activity prevails at Ronton in g-tting off

the liutlcr expedition. The vessels already loaded
or loading w ith tro>ps and stores consist of the

ships Undaunted, North Atnericau, Idaho, Ocean

Pearl, Wilder Farley and Western Umpire; also

souie steamers. The Maine Fourteenth regiment,
First Maine battery, Second Vermont battery and

Fourth Massachusetts buttery, of the New Kngland
division, were embarked yesterday. Probably all

the above vessels will sail the present week.

The entire division will consist of about ten thousand
men.

Wc have highly Important news from Mexico,
relating to a great battle fought between the

Spanish troops aud the Mexican--, at the National

Bridge, near Vera Cruz, iu which the Spaniards
were defeated. TKe couflict at this important
strategic point is said to have lasted five hours.

From the western part of the republic intell'gence
represents the Mexican people as being completely
united in the effort to resist foreign invasion. All

international dissensious have been abandoned in

one grand movement for the common cause. This

news reaches us by quite a roundabout mode of

transit, bat it proves to be the quickest after all,
as it actually puis us in possession of intelligence
from the very heart of Mexico in ten days. It appearsthat a courier was despatched to Acapulco,
and reached there before the 2t>th ult. The news

thus brought was taken by the steamer Panama

from Mazatlau to San Francisco, and was thence

telegraphed to New York, the despatches being
dated as late as the 4th inst. We give in full today

the treaty entered into between the French
and Spanish generals relative to the position to be

allotted to the French troops in the iuvadiug
armies, the substance of which we laid before our

readers yesterday.
The reception of late Southern papers has placed

11s in possession of some interesting items from
rebeldom. The Richmond Examiner of the 4th
inst. publishes a long editoriul bewailing the condition

of the rebel aause. It says:."We have a

thousand proofs that the Southern people are not

sufficiently alive to the necessity of exertion in
the struggle they arc involved in. Our very victo-
IJC» IJi»\ L UIIIII^IU UIJUTV upuu tut' V} ICUtU'

ing us to despise the public adversary. Tiie immensemagnitude of his preparations for our subjugation
has excited no apprehension, and had little

effect in rousing us to exertion. We repose
quietly in the lap of security when

every faculty of our natures should be roused to

action." It thinks ' better to tight, even at the
risk of losing battles, than remain inactive to fill

np inglorious graves." It goes on to recite the

things needful to put an end to the war, and proposes
the following:.First."We must first banish

from the country every straDger in it who cannot

give a satisfactory account of his purposes and

objects here." Second."For the whole communityto throw themselves heart and soul into the
war, and practice all the self-denial that the crisis
demands."
The same paper thinks that the Barnside expeditionhas failed. "It has lost its prestise
and hope: and henceforth the highest achievement
it can accomplish will be that of taking care

of itself."
The rebel official account of the battle of Leesburg,

Va., has recently been made public. We

give it in full in to-day's Hkkald. The rebel loss
in that engagement was in killed, wounded and

prisoners, one hundred and fifty-five men.
A local correspondent of the Norfolk Dry Bool

writes a complaining article relative to the recent

escapes of slaves from that city. He says these

escapes are made through instrumentality of
a «.i.« L.I i *1 a

wrrevBwicurB iu ui iuia, »tuw uuiu tijcir meeiingsweekly and in open day. He estimates the
value of the contrabands recently escaped at

twenty-thonsand dollars.
The Virginia correspondent of the Charleston

Cottrier says " that out of the Fifth South Carolina
regiment, numbering eight hundred nen, whose
term of service is about expiring, but one hundred
and seventy have signified their willingness to enlist

' for the war.' "

The Richmond DitpaMi. says the local editor of
the Richmond Enquirer recently visited Baltimore,
and passed the federal lines without any difficulty.
" His report of the prevailing sentiment of the

people of Maryland, gathered from reliable sources,
is most encouraging. He represents that fully
nine-tenths of the peopl" of the State and of the

city of Baltimore are earnest sympathizers with
the Southern views."'

CONGRESS.
In the Senate yesterday, among the petitions

presented, was one numerously signed by citizens
of Boston, asking Congress to drop the negro question

and attend to the business of the country. As
somewhat pertinent to this, the Congressional reporter

states that at twelve o'clock, the Lour of
the Senate's meeting, not a single Senator was

present in the chamber. A memorial from merchantsof New York, that the salary, fees and perquisitesof the Naval Officer anil Surveyor of the
Port he reduced, was presented. Mr. Harris presenteda petition for the abrogation of the Reciprocitytreaty between Canada and the United
States. A bill allowing the Corporation of Washingtonto issue small notes was introduced
and referred. The bill defining the pay and emolumentsof army officers was taken np. The bill
provides for a reduction of expenditures amountingto about fifteen millions of dollars, but the
ninth section c ontains a very objectionable < Uuse.
whereby the pay of soldiers and -ailors is reduced
ten per cent. Mr. Pberinan offered an amendment
reducing all salaries, mileage fees and contingent
expenses, which, after considerable discussion on

the questions of taxation, expenditures and re-

tnnchment, was adopted. Mr. f>oolitt|e offered
, ......<1,.. ..r i !

of (,'ongre** lltty pT cent, which was agreed to

yc«« "ifi. nav* 10. Mr. Howe moved to strike out
the ninth section, which reduce* the |>ay of the
soldier? and iailor«. This was defeated, only two
Senator* voting in th" affirmative. Mr. Howe then
moved to recommit the hill, nnd pending the (juestionthe Senate went into executive *e**ion.

In the Hou*e of Representative*, the debate on
the Treasnry Note bill was resumed and concluded,
ami the bill, with the legal tender clause retained,
was passed by a vote of ninety-three to tifty-lour.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Several subject* of Im-al and general interest

were brought before the Legislature yesterday;
hut owing to the pressure of Important matter upon
our columns, we are obliged to omit the usual
synapsis of the proceedings. The detail* may t>e
found in another column.
The Chicago 7V/b«f»e, republican, i* pitching into

Utnertd McU«U« wiUt mtm«im Um wlittf 1
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thinks that mud and bad roads should be do excuse
fur deferring the ' On to Richmond" movement.

Pive hundred sailors are wanted immediately for
government vessels at the Charlestown, Maaa.,
Navy Yard. Where are the patriotic Jack Tars'
On the Central Park ice yesterday morning a

few of our skating friends amused themselves; but
as the slippery surface gave evideuee of the approachingsoftness of the atmosphere, but few
staid any length of time. The afternoon skaters
were, however, much more annoyed by the weather,
for scarcely hud they buckled on their skates when
the rain drove them off the Park entirely. In consequenceof the water now gathered on the ice, it
is doubtful, uuless a change takes place, if the ball
will be up to-day. Down town folks must, however,be guided by the sigual Hags.
The investigation into the shoddy uniforms, militaryequipments, &c., which was making such favorableprogress before the Legislative Contract

Committee, was brought to a close, for the time
being, yesterday afternoon, and the committee left
in the evening to resume their duties in Albany.
It has been decided not to publish any of the testimonyuntil the investigation is completed; but
such decided proof of favoritism on the part of the
powers that be in awarding contracts, us well as

such wholesale swindling by parties whose names

have not yet been made public, have come to light,
that, to use the classical expression of one of the
committee, "it will make the people's hair stand
on end." A large number of witnesses have to be
examined when the committee next meet, which
wiil not be, probably, before three or four weeks.
The Board of Aldermen having adjourned on

Monday evening trine dif, for want of a quorum,
there was 110 meeting last uight. There is a requisitionin course of signature for a call for Monday
next.
The Board of Councilmen met last evening,

when a resolution was adopted requesting the CorporationCounsel to furnish his opinion as to
whether it is necessary to have the authority of the
Legislature to impose taxes for the support of the
city and county government; and if such taxes

may be so imposed without on act of the Legislature,by what body and under what authority the
same may be done. Mr. Jones, who offered the
resolution, stated that he did not know why the
tax levy should be sent to Albany every year
to be confirmed, and he desired to know if
there was any law requiring such a course.

A number of reports of the Committee on

Fire Department were presented and laid over.
A report of the Committee on National Affairs, adverseto the applications of the Fifth and Seventyfirstregiments and part of the First regiment of
cavalry for an appropriation to pay for new uni-
forms. was receiveu aim miu over. in repiy to a

resolution of inquiry as to the amount paid for advertisingthe proceedings of the Common Council,
including the various departments, and on trust and
special accounts for the year 1861, the Comptroller
states that the aggregate amount was $70,350 70.
The following are the principal items:.
Dalt'j News, $12,463 06; Express, $11,619 07:
Transcript, $9,972 34; Commercial Advertiser,
$7,122 27: Evening Post, $5,484 37. In reply to a

resolution, the Croton Aqueduct Board states that
$2,000 would lie sufficient to obtain the necessary
surveys and plans for the establishment of a systemof drainage for the upper part of the city.
The Board concurred with the Aldermen in adoptingan ordinance prohibiting the use of salt on the
streets.
The weekly statement of the Commissioners of

Charities and Correction was presented yesterday,
and shows that the number of persons admitted
into the different institutions during the week endingFebruary 1, was 1,583, and the number remainingthere on that date was 8,010.an increase of
eighty-three on the preceding week. The scarlet
fever patients will in future be accommodated in
a separate building within the walls of the Bellevue
Hospital grounds, thereby lessening the danger
of contagion from this disease. During the las1
few months the applications for outdoor relief
have increased very largely. During the last
month 17.000 applications were received. Of these
8,720 were supplied with coal, 1,200 of them were

informal. 950 were refused and the remainder are

still in the hands of the visiters, and under consideration.In the upper wards of the city about
twelve hundred families have been relieved in
addition to the numbers given above.

In the Court of Oeneral Sessions yesterday
Joseph Powell, keeper of a refreshment saloon in
Catharine street, was tried and convicted of grand
larceny, naving roooea i orneiius nrosnamin 01

t(J3 while in his establishment. The complainant
swore that he was forcibly nshered into a room
and the money taken from his person. A female accompliceof Powell will be tried for the same offence.
Sentence will be passed on Saturday. Margaret
Gallagher pleaded guilty to stealing $." :> from
Christian F. Jacobs of .*<30 Broome street on the
7th of January, and was remanded. Kllon Shell
was convicted of picking the pocket of Rutwig
Semler and abstracting $4.7 in bills on the 'Jlat of
December, while he wa» walking along John street.
The evidence was so clear that the jury rendered a

verdict of guilty without leaving their seats. The
Recorder sentenced her to imprisonment in the
state prison for two years.
The cotton market was quiet yesterday, and there was

scarcely sufttclent doing to establish price*. The sal"*
were eotuin-d to 00 a 70 bales to spinners. Wcquoie
middling upland! at about 30c. par lb. The heaviness
and unsettled condition of the Liverpool market seemed
difficult to understand Private letters stated that there
was a disposition among dealers to await some as

pected developemrnt by Krance.on thejfi'h nit., regarding
her poly v in reference to American affairs. The near

approach of the meeting of Parliament, in which it was
supposed th< soma question would he agitated, was not
without its influence upon the market, and especially
upon the views of speculators, who always u na an e!«
ment id inn uverpooi cotton traue. i ncter ordinary
circumstatvt* great tur in the money ruarke1
unaliy rau.<"« cotton to alfue, yat ilnr
«U Dot the <ar« by the mcn.1 advices. Breads! ill* lad
been, no doubt, benefitted by low rate* of interest, but
Dot '"'ittor Advicee received vlaQ leenstown 'aied the1
od Saturday, the k'4th ult,, Manchester spinners had en

tered th" market end purchased more freely, Hour yetterdaywar firm end tome grades rather igl.er. while
aa'es were |e<a active. Wheat was firm and in fair reqi.esl,whl'.a .<a!es were moderate and price* tinrhangsd
Corn wa* tirin,»itb fair sales. at81c.for new yellow and
6.">V a««';r. for Western mixed, id store and d"iiv»rtd.
Pork w»* - leaih with a gi od inquiry for apnng delivery.
We quote new n.r>* ai $12 if1, a $13. and new prime at
$< :I7 <; a fV 60 Vigors ware steady, with sales of 400
hlida 0,700 boxes i by auction and 100 hag* .-'iam ('of
fee war quiet. Vr'ughte were inactive, wiib moderate
engavetnanta, at unchanged rates.

A Fmi Fhook Libiurt Bt n.ntxtj for thi:
Fn«r, A'-1iikmv..It is proposed to legi-lnfe one

hundred thousand dollars for the erection of a

tire proof building for the library of otir Free
Academy. The Hkkai.d hae never opposed any
Scheme for the real benefit of the Academy or

of the great cause of popular education; but vro
think tiny expenditure, at the present time, for
uuok <« nni'ttiitii i at tiPttnnufiil tu IntitilSnt/kiiai

' " "yo'.i. i«or.

unnecessary and extravogaut. The Academy
library ha* managed to exist without a tire

proof building up to thin time.and. with proper
care ami precaution, it will zet along very well
in its present edifice until this war is over

There is no argument in favor of personal
economy and against personal extravagance
which will not. apply, with even greater force,
to incorporation* and academies at this cri»is
of onr country's history. If one hundred thou-
sand dollars is to he appropriated for anything,
let It be for sea and lake coast fortifications;
and let the Free Academy library wait for its
new building until pence brings plenty. i

IDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1862
The laterreatloa Quetloa tm EaflaailChaagela the Tactics or the Kngllili
Praaa
There is a story told of one of the follows of

an Iriah college who, when the students were

blanketing a proctor who had rendered himself
obnoxious to the whole Alma Muter, threw up
his window and called out to them, " Boys,
don't nail his ears to the pump." We need not

say in what way the suggestion was interpreted.
Of a similar character to the abovo is the

advice tendered by the London Times to the
people of England in connection with Mr. Mas
sey's violent anti-American speech at Salford.
It deprecate# La one breath popular agitation in
favor of the intervention which it baa boon all
along advocating, and urges its justice and ex

pediency. " We ahould deplore any auch agi
tatiou and lament ita success," say a our Eng
ILsh contemporary. Then why take such paintopoint out to the starving population of the
manufacturing districts the ease with which
they might put an end to their sufferings b>

following the example of their fellow opera
tives at Salford? The real purpose of the
article is but thinly veiled under this new born
moderation. All that the partisans of tb»Southlacked to insure success in their re

cent desperate efforts to bring about n

war between the two countries was the
countenance and support of the English
masses. They have failed from the beginning
to elicit the slighlo.st response to their appeals
to them; and if now we hear of such sentimentasthose of Mr. Massey meeting with approba
tion from a popular assembly, wc may con

elude either that the pressure of suffering ibeyondfurther endurance in that particulm
locality, or that the meeting was packed afte:
tho fashion of a theatrical claijne by secession*:
9VlIll>tUIlI£t-rN. 1U IIIUI llltJ OttilUIU UllOtiuj,

affords any index to, or is in the least likely t<

sway, the opinions of the great body of the
English people on the American question, i>
simply to assume that which aH antecedent
facts discredit. It would be just as reasonable
to place faith in the sudden conversion of the
London Tm^s to the principle of non-inter
vention, the more especially seeing that it isannouncedafter a style so closely rescmblinp
that of the Irish wag just alluded to.

This sudden change ill the tactics of the Eug
lish journals, which have distinguished themselvesby the bitterness of their hostility to
wards us, must not be allowed to lull us into n

false security. Although the Trent affair haundoubtedlydone us great good by exposing
their dishonesty and shameful perversions oi
truth, it has not rendered them less eager to accomplishour ruin. There is, unfortunately, in the
British Cabinet as well as in the British Parlia
ment a party strongly in favor of intervention.
Both Lords Palmerston and Russell have shown
by their public speeches and declarations that
they are not indisposed to have the measure

pressed upon them. Were it not, in fact, for the
opposition of the Duke of Argyle, Mr. Glad"
stone and other members of the administration'
backed by the influenoe of the Court, the qucs
tion would ere this have assumed a more threat
ening aspect. In the French Ministry, as in the
roi-p.i Isyislatif, there are also understood to be
two parties on this question. In both countries
those who are in favor of intervention are animatedby the double desire of seeing the power
of this republic broken, ami of converting the
Sonth into a free farm for the production of the
staples necessary to European comfort. In
France, however, the government is less controlledby the Legislature than in England, and
it is, therefore, to the approaching meeting o'
the English Parliament that we must look for
the next developements on the intervention
question. That the most desperate efforts that
bribed zeal can prompt, that every device that
factious ingenuity can suggest, or that the vilest
mendacity can stoop to. will be employed to

wring from the House of Commons a formal impeachmentof the blockade, and a declaration
in favor of intervention, there can be no doubt.
And that resolutions to thi« effect will be pa.-so'!
is by no means an improbability.
We own that we should not be sorry to see

such a vote carried by party manoeuvres, for by
no other means can it possibly succeed. It
would bring the issue square before the people
of England, who as yet have had no opportunityof being heard in tlii« matter. The
Ministry that would attempt to give effect to
aimVi n vr»ts» wrnilfl nut 1<»fi Inner in ftftip**

Queen is known to be strongly opposed to any
interference being attempted with the domestie
affairs of this country until it is incontestable
demonstrated that the North is unable to put
down the rebellion. The cordial and ho*pitablereception that her son met with
here has rendered her deaf to all tinsordidconsiderations that have been urged in
favor of an immediate intervention. Should,
therefore, through the connivance of the Minis
try. or, despite of it. through the artifices of the
lory party, the House of Commons give itsanctionto it. we have a moral conviction that
it would be instantly followed by a dissolution
of Parliament and an appeal to the English
constituencies. This is what we above all
things desire. Nothing would more effectually
confound and punish the miserable schemers.
both politicians and journalists.who are

seeking for their own seltish ends to plunge two
nations in hostilities who have so many traditionsand interests in common. The English
aristocrats had better take care lest, in provok-
ing an issue which takes them to the hunting-,
they may not lie mowing the seeds of lasting
trouble for themselves.

Orn Commissioners to Rkrki. 1'rhons..Simultaneouslywith the announcement of the
arrival at Fortress Monroe of Messrs. Fish ami
Ames, the national Commissioners recently appointedto visit our prisoners among the rebels,
we receive information from the Richmond
journals that these Commissioners are regarded
as spies by the rebel authorities, and will be
refused admittance to the Confederacy. If they
were spies this refusal would not be ungracious:but as the Commissioners have sent to
the rebel government a full statement of the
objects of their mission, along with their ref|iiestto he permitted to pass the lines, it, is to
tie hoped that the rebels will view the case in
its true light and change their minds nbout itTherehave been so many complaints of the il|
treatment of our prisoners by the rebels that
little doubt remains of the real facts in the
matter. If these complaints are well grounded
Jeff. Davis does well to refuse to admit our

Commissioners, and by that very refusal acknowledgesthe truth of the complaints. If.
however, the prisoners are well treated, what
harm can there be in allowing our Commissionersto see and report the fact? The Cor.
lederacy sadly needs a little reputation for

humanity, and there it oo easier way to gain it,

I
if it be deserved, than through the reports Of
our Commissioners. Only a eUte of things too (
abominable to be seen will justify secrecy. But
let us be patient in any event, for we shall
open the Southern prison doors with the
bayonet by and by.
Important Derrlopement of Opinion In

the Legislature at Albany.
Tho recent proceedings of the Assembly at

Albany, on tho important question of the publicfinances, are of the highest importance to
tho country. They show that a healthy reactionhas at length set in in our State Legislature,
which bids fair to extirpate the last elements
,,f a r.l»tiAlia tar.il ,1 lu i-a..a I to tho

general government. The debate on the va-

rious financial propositions, and the practical
resolutions which were passed by so over-

whelming a majority, prove that there are men

in the present Legislature who are equal to the
duties of the great national crisis through
which we are passing. Alt true legislators are

known by their wise aad practical actions, and
not by the empty rliodomontade to be found in
mouths of political empirics.
The Legislature of the State of New York

lias been called upon to grapplo with a

measure which required the display of solid
legislative ability. In discharging their duty
they have gained for themselves the approbationof the whole country, and demonstrated
their superiority to any of their predecessors.
While, on former occasions, tho members of the
State Assembly have wasted the public time in
vain and useless disputes, the present body
have vigorously applied themselves to the great
necessities of the moment, and the cordial supportof the federal administration on a question
of tho very first importance.

In setting forth in their resolutions that means

should be provided for redeeming the paper
urrency of the government by payments in

specie, the Assembly hve only asserted a generallyadmitted principle of sound finance and
political economy. Every one who knows anythingof trade and commerce is aware that it is
one of the first necessities in ordinary business.
But this is a rule which applies particularly to
times of peace, when specie is plentiful, and
therefore the most healthy basis of financial
operations. At such a time all mercantile
and commercial affairs can be easily regulated
by such a standard. Banking institutions and
fcnifla pvphnnirps «rp similar! v ornvprnpfl fnr pu-

gendering mutual confidence annum individuals
and communities. But war, with its inexorable
necessities, changes all these things; and there
are periods of public difficulties and calamities
which call for measures by no means adapted
to times of peace. On such occasions the ordinarymodes of business have to be temporarily
set aside or greatly changed. When financial
revulsions come upon a community or upon
individuals.whether caused by famine, losses
failure of harvests, or any other event.each
one has to adopt the best means he can for
meeting his demands, until a season of prosperityreturns. The same effect is producod on governmentsby war. A long, widely extended
and exhaustive war frequently calls upon a governmentfor colossal exertions, and in most
eases renders prompt and continuous payment
in specie an entire impossibility. In such
edses the government has the undoubted right
of resorting to its credit, and of issuing
convertible paper money to meet its necessities.This may be done with perfect
s-afety, so long as the necessary precaution is
taken, either before or after the issue, to proridemeans for its redemption at some future
time. Of the popularity of the measure there
is no question whatever. In a country like this
there could be no more secure investment for
the people, and the government notes would
readily take the place of gold. The property
of the people is worth more than sixteen thou>andmillions of dollars, and this immense
amount of public wealth would always be the
most solid security lor the solvency of the
general government, and therefore for any issue
of money it might make.
Unceasing specie payments by the government

in time of war are just as impossible as they
would be to individuals in periods of want and
distress. Those who think otherwise have
only to reflect on the immense amount of gold
and silver which would be required to meet the
daily demands of a government with more than
half a million of men in the field, and a vigorous
war to prosecute both by sea and land. No
government in the world could do it.
The blind opposition of Mr. Speaker JJaymondto the practical resolutions ot' the majorityof the Assembly on tbis question is tl*'

strongest evidence of his unfitness to preside
over a legislative body. A mere political
charlatan, without any knowledge of true
tat'-smanship. who only became .Speaker by
accident, it is no wonder that he ranged himselfon the wrong side of the question. It
was well for the country that, there wore practi-
cai mm iu repuui»i« uuu «in in?* uungcroui*
and disloyal scheme. Like ail men of one idea,
he was most persistent, in his endeavors to force
his plans upon the intelligent majority. But
the good sense of the Assembly bore him downandalter repeated and complete defeats he and
his handful of supporters were reduced to a

poor minority. This has made the honorable
Speaker very wroth, and in his rage he has had
the audacity to attack and denounce those who
sustained a sound policy, by which the govern,
inent is to be strengthened and sustained.
The Assembly have thus, very differently front

their Speaker, shown themselves equal to the
emergencies of the hour, in resolving to sustainthe government financially in a vigorous
prosecution of the war. they have evinced their
loyalty and their confidence in the inexhaustibleresources of the republic. They have manifestedtheir full appreciation of the difficulty
which would beset the irovernment If the stand-
nrd of finance for times of pence wore attemptedto be strictly applied to the war now raging,
and their patriotic action might be emulated
elsewhere with much advantage to the country-

Nothing in left now but for the government
to issue its new notes, under the re«trictions we

hare already pointed out.that the issues shall
be convertible into six per cent United States
bonds, the interest on which shall he regularly
paid in coin by the appropriation of a fixed an-

nnal sum from the war taxes. This issue
will be as good as gold, and will circulateas readily in every ramification
of trade and commerce. When the rebellion
is put down, and the war is at an end, general
specie payments will be gradually resumed, as

the correct basis of a financial policy in times of
peace. This has been the experience of all great
governments in the management of extensive
wars; and, with proper legislation on the sub-

jeot, oo complication whatever seed bo lcared

There is another questionjvhiih we would be

(lad to see submitted to the Legislature at

Mbany. The abolitionists, with their uncoaongagitation on the slavery question, have fre
pieutly succeeded in dividing the counsels of
he representatives of the people and in embarassingthe government. So long as they are

et alone they will pursue their violent and
nischievous policy. Let, then, the sense of the
\ssembly be taken on their favorite projeot of
rumediate and total emancipation. We have
10 doubt that if proposed it would be voted
iown with even greater numbers than those
that swept away the financial measures of the
charlatan and accidental Speaker of the Assembly.Let this question be decided, and it will
be the last of Speaker Raymond and hia
followers. Black republicanism would tfaeu
receive its final blow, and thouceforth would
be confined to that oblivion and degradationfrom wbiah it originally arose. Let the
Legislature look to this; for if they but succeed
in overthrowing the only existing element of
opposition to the government, the rebellion will
be speedily suppressed, and peace will tfeen bo
restored to our country.
Mr. Sumner on the Extension of our Df-

plomatic Krialioiu.

Mr. Sumner, United States Senator from Mas"
sachusetts, is a very distinguished gentleman.
Ife is brimful of poetry, sentiment and philosophyof the trancendental stamp.' He is an elegantscholar, quoting Greek and Latin authors
with the same fluency and familiarity as the
English poets and historians. Sometimes, however,his quotations from Herodotus and other
ancient classics are not very correct, and when
they do happen to be accurate they unfortunatelydo not apply to the argument. In internationallaw Senator Sumner is ''some pumpkins."He produced a better State paper than
that of Mr. Seward on the case of the Trent, but
from some fatality he did not deliver the orationtill the whole affair was settled. Had he
enlightened the government and the nation in
time, much public anxiety might have been
prevented, and the danger of war, which was so

imminent, would have been averted from the
first. It is well, however, even after the governmenthas acted, to satisfy both it and the
country that the right course has been pursued
in surrendering those double-dyed traitors, Masonand Slidell.

Mr. Sumner has done '-something more exquL
site still." He has reported, as Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Relations, a bill authorizingthe aDDointment of diDlomatic reDreaenta-
tives to the court of the black empire of
Hayti and the court of the black republic of
Liberia. This is well timed, patriotic and wise.
Hayti is a great, country. It abounds in wool,
black as ebony.a commodity, however, rather
plentiful in the United States just now.the
supply, indeed, so greatly exceeding the demandthat an immense export is talked of. The
island is famous for the massacre of white mem
women and children by the negro population.
a theme upon which Mr. Sumner and Wendell
Phillips expatiate with great delight. The
Hayticns are decided favorites with them.
Since black rule gained the ascendant the ex~
ports, including sugar and tobacco, have be*
come small by degrees and beautifully less,
till now at last they are almost nil. The climateis fine and salubrious, the soil is productiveto a fabulous extent, and the country beautiful.It would be a kind of paradise if under
the dominion of white men. As it is, Sambo
sleeps all day in the sun and lives on the spontaneousproductions of the soil. Why should
he work ? So liberal is his sable majesty the
Emperor that no white man, and no black man

who is not a native born Haytien, can own any
property in the island. Such, at least, was tho
ca-e very recently. By all means let a diplomaticrepresentative be sent to Hayti.

Liberia has been trying hard to become a

great country, under a different form of governmentfrom that of Hayti. It is a sort of galvanizedrepublic, consisting of emancipated negro
slaves from the United States, to the number of
about ten thousand, with about two hundred
and fifty thousand aborigines, or captives releasedfrom slavers. The country has been
purchased by the American Colonization Societyfrom time to time. This colony has cost
enormous suins of money; but, by all accounts.
tlic success which has attended the enterprise
is very indifferent. It was founded in 1823»
and. instead of making any progress in forty
years, it is said to be relapsing into the original
barbarism indigenous to Africa; and, instead of
the American negroes civilizing their African
brethren, they are fast losing their semi-civilizationderived from the white man, and will
probably soon rival the subjects of the King of
Dahomey in the relish with which they eat their
enemies. It is even reported that the citizens
of the republic arc engaged extensively in the
slave trade. What Liberia exports besides
slaves wc know not. Let a diplomatic agent
be sent there immediately to look after our importantcommercial and international interests.
As soon as the war is terminated and Congresshas time to bestow attention upon such

matters, we trust it will not stop short in the
good work of extending our diplomatic relationsto other nations of the same kind, and
that among the tlrst, to receive our representativeswill be the Keejee Islands.a group of one
hundred and fifty-four islands, sixty-five of
which are inhabited.population l.'15,000. They /
are of volcanic origin. The mountains are
covered by a luxuriant foliage to their summits,giving them a singularly pleasing and
picturesque aspect. The valleys are fruitful
and beautiful; the climate is magniliccnt; the
most delicious fruits abundant; the soil teems
otUI.I.I.. nn.l : .1 I. |V.
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vegetation that turnip and rnddish seed, after
being sown twenty-four hours, appear above
the surface in leaves. Melons, cucumbers and
pumpkins spring up in three days, beans and

peas in four. The inhabitants grow up almostwith equal velocity. What an Arcadia for
a poet of the Sumner type! There is primitive
simplicity in dress and perfect freedom in
everything. We are not aware of any great
commerce with these islanders at present, unlessit be the red feathers of the paroquet,
earthen ware, stone hutehets and sandal wood:
but it may be developed and cultivated. The
soil produces sugar cane and tobacco; but the
inhabitants arc described as '-barbarous, savage.extremely covetous and addicted to lying;complexion very dark, faces long, with a

large menth. well set teeth, a good nose, eyes
black and penetrating." They were visited by
the renowned Commander Wilkes, who found
savage life in all its glory. Their delicate palatein the matter of food is remarkable. Cannibalismdoes not exist there, as in other other
countries, as a demonstration of triumph over

nemiea or %u act of revenge, but from ft keen


